Grade 10 Instrumental Music

Percussion Composition

OVERVIEW
The purpose of this assignment is to introduce the basic concepts of composition in a fun, exciting way.  Composition can be an overwhelming activity surrounded by harmonic rules and guidelines.  This assignment will help you avoid some of the restrictions and rules found in traditional composition assignments.

GUIDELINES
· you will work in classroom groups of 3 or 4 students
· pick a theme & style for your composition, out of this should flow a basic groove
· your composition must be notated (combining traditional and non-traditional methods)
· do not create a traditional melody, harmony or text for your composition
ELEMENTS OF MUSIC

You should consider each of these various elements of music, when composing your work.  Make conscious decisions about each of these elements:

Groove/style 
- Is your composition going to have a street funk feel or an African groove?

- What is the basic feel for your composition?

Tempo

- What tempo do you want to establish?  Will the tempo change in your work?  Accelerandos?  Ritards?

Time signature

- Are you working in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8, 9/8 or 12/8?  An odd meter (eg. 5/4 or 7/8)?

Rhythmic figures

- All music is basically 2’s (duple time) and 3’s (triplet time).  What is your choice?  Are you primarily dealing with eight’s, sixteenths, quarters, etc …

Dynamics

- Are you exploring the full range of dynamic options?  How are you using dynamics to make your composition speak to the audience?

Pitch

- Are you making use of various pitches (high, medium, low) in your composition?  While you are not required to write a melody, you should strongly consider the various pitches of your percussion instruments.

Instruments

-  Almost any object can be used as a rhythmic instrument! It would be wise to use objects which have good resonance and interesting timbre.  You should consider groupings of instruments (eg. Trash cans).  Also consider your choice of beaters.

Song Form

- You have many options such as ABA, Verse/chorus, Theme & variations, etc…

Texture

- Is your composition thinly scored?  Dense?
EVALUATION RUBRIC

You will be evaluated on a standard four-tier rubric.  

The following elements will be evaluated:

· Introduction of your group & a brief explanation of the composition

· Quality of performance including; preparation, teamwork/performing together, overall impact

· Musical elements including; rhythmic accuracy, dynamic contrast, tempo consistency, style

· Quality, uniqueness and appropriateness of instruments (perhaps construction of instruments)

· Composition including; accuracy of score, quality of writing and clarity of notation

TIMELINES

Most of your preparation should be done outside of class time.  However, some time will be allotted in class – use this time wisely and productively – it is meant to be used primarily for consultation with the teacher.

Interim assignment* is due Friday April 4th 
Presentations begin week of May 19th  
* Interim assignment – this will include your first draft of a score with basic outline of the parts, 

  the tempo, instrumentation, rhythmic figures, etc …
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“NEW” TIMELINES

Most of your preparation should be done outside of class time.  However, some time will be allotted in class – use this time wisely and productively – it is meant to be used primarily for consultation with the teacher.

Friday March 23rd

class time (about 15 minutes)


Monday March 26th 

class time (about 15 minutes)

Monday April 16th 

class time (about 35 minutes)

Tuesday April 17th 

class time (about 35 minutes)

Tuesday April 24th 

class time (about 35 minutes)

Wednesday April 25th 
class time (about 35 minutes)

Interim assignment* is due – Monday April 30th (day 1 classes)





Tuesday May 1st (day 2 classes)

Final Presentations begin week of May 28th 
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